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am sufficiently satisfied in these things, and therefore I desire to advise with you in the main and most important affairs relating to our present condition.
WiriTKLocic. Your Excellency hath known me long, and, I think, will say that you never knew any unfaithfulness or breach of trust by me ; and for my particular affection to your person, your favours to me, and your public services, have deserved more than I can manifest, only there is (with your favour) a mistake in this one thing, touching my weak judgment, which is uncapable to do any considerable service for yourself or this Commonwealth ; yet to the utmost of my power I shall he ready to serve you, and that with all diligence and faithfulness.
CROMWKLL. I have cause to bo, and am, without the least scruple of your faithfulness, and I know your kindness to me, your old friend, and your abilities to servo the Commonwealth, and there are enough besides me that can testify it; and I believe our engagements for this Commonwealth have been and are as deep as most men's, and there never was more need of advice and solid hearty counsel than the present state of our affairs doth require.
WIIITKLOCK. I. suppose no man will mention his particular engagement in this cause, at the same time when your Excellency's engagement is remembered, yet to my capacity and in my station few men have engaged further than. I have done, and that (besides the goodness of your own nature and personal knowledge of me) will keep you from any jealousy of my faithfulness.
CKOMWKLL. I wish there were no more ground of suspicion of others than of you ; 1 can trust you with my life, and the most secret matters relating to our business ; and to that end I have now desired a little private discourse with you ; and really, my lord, there is very great cause for us to consider the dangerous condition we arc all in, and how to make good our station, to improve the mercies and successes which (lod hath given us, and not to be fooled out of them again, nor to be broken in pieces by our particular jarrings and animosities one against another, but to unite our counsels and hands and hearts, to make good what we have so dearly bought with so much hazard, blood, and treasure ; and that the Lord having given us an entire conquest over our enemies, we should not now hazard all again by our private janglings, and bring those mischiefs upon ourselves which our enemies could never do.
YVniTKLOCK. My lord, I look upon our present danger as greater than ever it was in the field, ami (as your Excellency truly observes) our proncness to destroy ourselves, when our enemies could not do it. It is no strange thing for a gallant Army (as yours is) after full conquest of their enemies, to grow into factions and ambitious designs, and it. is a wonder to me that they are not in high mutinies, their spirits being active, and few thinking their services to be duly rewarded, and the emulation of the officers breaking out daily more and more in this time of their vacancy from their employment ; besides, the private soldiers, it may be feared, will in this time of their idleness grow into disorder, and it is your excellent conduct, which, under God, hath kept them so long in discipline, and free from mutinies.
CKOMWKT.L. I have used and shall use the utmost of my poor endeavours to keep them all in order and obedience.
WIIITKLOCK.    Your Excellency hath done it hitherto even to admiration.